
How To Connect with Your Child

The next big question is: How do you connect with your child? The answer is as unique as your 
relationship with them. Building this connection is a deeply personal and evolving process.
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Connect

Connecting with your child is crucial for improving their grades.
When you connect at their level, they feel loved and want to reciprocate that love.
Following your guidance becomes their way of reciprocating, fostering a better learning 
environment.
Building this connection requires persistence and consistency—it takes time but is highly 
effective.

Listen to Your Child
Listening is essential and requires patience.
Observe their needs and interests to engage meaningfully.
Spend Quality Time:
Engage in activities your child enjoys.
Quality time strengthens bonds and positively impacts academic performance.
Experiment to Find the Sweet Spot:
Use a trial-and-error approach to discover what works best for your child.
Tailor your connection methods to your child’s unique personality.



By focusing on connection, patience, and quality time, you can create a positive environment that 
supports your child's learning journey.

Now that you have connected with your child as a parent, it is important to move to the next step, 
confidence. 

By consistently focusing on confidence, students develop a love for Math and overcome their fear 
of failure.

Confidence

Confidence helps students stay focused, engaged, and motivated in the subject.
It creates a positive feedback loop, making them independent and long-term learners.
Confidence eliminates the fear of failure and fosters a growth mindset and creativity.
It is essential for excelling in Math.

Start with What They Know:
Give students tasks they can already solve easily.
This reinforces their sense of achievement and motivates them.

Offer Regular Encouragement:
Praise their efforts often to reinforce positive feelings.
Help them associate Math with success and enjoyment.

Be Patient and Persistent:
Tailor strategies to the individual student’s needs.
Keep experimenting to find what works best for them.

Use Scaffolding:
If necessary, go back to simpler concepts (e.g., a 5th-grader solving 2nd-grade Math).
Gradually rebuild their confidence and skills.



So we are done with connection and confidence, let's move towards the 3rd step which is 
conceptual clarity. This is one area in which even I have seen many teachers falter. As a tutor, I 
focus a lot on bringing conceptual clarity to my students for the topics my students learn in Math.

Challenges to Conceptual Learning

Benefits of Conceptual Clarity

Advice for Parents

Conceptual Clarity

Schools rush through the syllabus, focusing on assignments, homework, and tests.
Emphasis on scoring over learning often sidelines conceptual understanding.
Lack of clarity in earlier grades leads to struggles and potential dislike for Math in higher 
grades.

Understanding the "Why":
It helps students develop a natural interest in Math.
Encourages long-term retention and lifelong learning.

Reduces Rote Memorisation:
Lessens cognitive burden, promoting creative thinking.

Builds a Strong Foundation:
Simplifies learning new, connected concepts later on.

Ensure your child learns Math conceptually; avoid rote methods.
Seek professional help if needed—tutors, teachers, or other resources.



Strategy for Ensuring Conceptual Clarity

This is the 4th aspect which I want to focus on.

Why Cueing Matters

The Role of Productive Struggle

How Parents Can Implement Cueing

Ask students simple, foundational questions (e.g., "What is a fraction?").
If they can explain clearly and simply, they understand the concept.
Clear understanding enables seamless learning of related topics.

Cueing

Many parents, teachers, and tutors overlook letting students think through problems.
Answering questions immediately hinders a child's growth as a critical thinker and problem-
solver.
Encouraging productive struggle helps students:

Engage deeply with the concept.
Develop problem-solving skills and conceptual understanding.

When students struggle to find solutions, they:
Stretch their thinking.
Gain a better grasp of the underlying concepts.

Providing immediate answers prevents mental effort and limits value addition.

Avoid directly answering questions; instead, guide your child with better, thought-provoking 
questions.



Key Takeaway

Cueing is the process of asking insightful questions to promote critical thinking and deeper 
understanding, making it an essential strategy for fostering effective learning.

So we have come to the last aspect which is meta-cognition.

What is Metacognition?

Benefits of Metacognition

Example: If a child asks about a Math problem, ask leading questions that encourage deeper 
thinking.
This approach helps children learn independently and internalize concepts.

Cognition

The ability of a student to be self-aware of their strengths and weaknesses in Math.
Involves understanding gaps in knowledge and actively working to fill them.
Promotes independent learning and self-motivation by "thinking about their thinking."

Helps students become responsible for their successes and failures.
Encourages a growth mindset and a positive attitude toward Math.
Builds long-term skills for learning and self-reflection.



Steps to Practice Metacognition

Promote Self-Awareness:
Help your child recognize the importance of excelling in Math.

Set Goals:
Teach them to set realistic and measurable Math-related goals.

Model Problem-Solving:
Demonstrate how to approach problems using a metacognitive method.

Encourage Self-Reflection:
Show them how to evaluate their performance and monitor progress.

﻿

The Big Picture: A Summary of the Steps

By following these steps, you can help your child not only excel in math but also 
develop the skills, mindset, and resilience needed for success in any field.

Connect with your child to build a foundation.
Build Confidence by starting with easy problems and appreciating progress.
Teach Math conceptually and use cueing to deepen understanding.
Foster metacognitive skills to make them self-reliant, independent learners for 
life.

﻿

Note:

Explore my website at www.askgeevan.com to read insightful blogs, 
request a trial math class for your child, or get help with any of your 
general math queries!"

If you have any questions or doubts about any of these steps, feel free to 
reach out to me via email at geevangeorgep@gmail.com or on WhatsApp 
at +91 – 999 525 0005. I’d be happy to assist you in any way I can.

Happy learning!

Geevan George
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